
 
Semarak International Journal of Civil and Structural Engineering 2, Issue 1 (2024) 1-18 

1 
 

 

Semarak International Journal of Civil and 
Structural Engineering 

 

Journal homepage: 
https://semarakilmu.com.my/journals/index.php/sijcse/index 

ISSN: 3083-8282 

 

Adaptive Structural Design of River Monitoring Systems: Enhancing 
Environmental Monitoring Capabilities and Sustainability 

 
Wayne Woo Yao Wen1, Tan Lit Ken1,*, Yutaka Asako1, Lai Kok Yee1, Tan Yu Feng1, Chuan Zun Liang2, 
Gan Yee Siang3, Shahirah Abu Bakar1, Muhammad Thalhah Zainal1, Muhammad Idris4, Wee Liang 
Jun1, Cheah Wei Ern1, Liang Zuo How1 
  
1 Malaysia–Japan International Institute of Technology (MJIIT), Universiti Teknologi Malaysia, Malaysia 
2 Faculty of Industrial Sciences and Technology, Universiti Malaysia Pahang, Malaysia 
3 School of Architecture, Feng Chia University, Taichung 40724, Taiwan R.O.C 
4 Department of Biology, Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences, Universitas Andalas 
  

ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT 

Article history: 
Received 10 July 2024 
Received in revised form 10 August 2024 
Accepted 25 August 2024 
Available online 1 September 2024 

The accelerating degradation of river ecosystems due to pollution necessitates the 
innovation of River Monitoring Systems (RMS) to protect these critical waterways. This 
research presents a novel design for adaptive RMS camera structures, aimed at 
enhancing monitoring capabilities and addressing the limitations of current systems. 
Highlighting the essential role rivers play in sustaining biodiversity, our study 
underscores the severe consequences of pollution, as exemplified by the deteriorating 
condition of Malaysia’s Klang River. We identify the need for a flexible RMS structure 
to overcome challenges such as excessive weight, corrosion susceptibility, and 
maintenance difficulties. Our methodology integrates advanced 3D Drawing Software 
for structural design, Fusion 360 for weight analysis, and a combination of manual 
calculations and simulations for vibration analysis. The findings reveal that Carbon 
Fiber Reinforced Polymers (CFRP) are the optimal material choice, offering an excellent 
balance of performance and cost-efficiency. This research successfully develops a 
structurally sound, user-friendly, and dynamically stable RMS camera structure, 
significantly advancing environmental monitoring practices. The study's contributions 
provide a foundation for future innovations in adaptive structural design, with broad 
implications for safeguarding river ecosystems worldwide. 
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1. Introduction 
 

Rivers are not merely conduits of water; they are essential lifelines that support intricate 
ecosystems, sustaining biodiversity and providing crucial resources for human communities 
worldwide [1]. These waterways serve as habitats for a diverse array of flora and fauna, contributing 
to the rich tapestry of biodiversity that sustains life on our planet [2]. They play a pivotal role in 
regulating natural processes such as nutrient cycling and sediment transport, which are vital for 

 
* Corresponding author. 
E-mail address: tlken@utm.my 
 
https://doi.org/10.37934/sijcse.2.1.118 



Semarak International Journal of Civil and Structural Engineering      
Volume 2, Issue 1 (2024) 1-18 

 

2 
 

maintaining the health of aquatic ecosystems [3-5]. Furthermore, rivers provide essential resources 
such as drinking water, irrigation for agriculture, and opportunities for recreation and tourism, 
making them indispensable to human societies. The cultural and economic significance of rivers 
cannot be overstated, as they have historically been centres of civilization and continue to support 
the livelihoods of millions of people around the world [6]. 

However, rivers are increasingly polluted with debris resulting from human activities such 
asimproper waste disposal, urban runoff, and inadequate waste management practices [7,8]. The 
accumulation of plastics, metals, and organic matter in these waterways poses significant 
environmental challenges, affecting aquatic life and disrupting ecosystem functions [9-12]. The 
persistence of these pollutants degrades water quality and jeopardizes the health of the ecosystems 
that depend on these rivers for survival. This growing threat underscores the urgent need for 
effective measures to mitigate debris pollution and protect the vital ecological and societal functions 
that rivers provide. Addressing these issues is critical for ensuring the sustainability and resilience of 
river ecosystems in the face of ongoing environmental pressures [13-15]. 

Current river debris monitoring methods vary widely, from labour-intensive manual sampling and 
visual inspections to sophisticated automated sensor networks and remote sensing technologies that 
offer real-time data on debris characteristics and distribution [16-19]. While these advanced methods 
enhance accuracy, challenges such as high costs and technical limitations hinder their widespread 
application for continuous monitoring [20,21]. In contrast, attaching cameras to bridges stands out 
as a practical, cost-effective solution that enables ongoing monitoring without significant 
infrastructure investments. This approach leverages existing structures to provide continuous 
surveillance of debris accumulation and movement, facilitating timely intervention and informed 
decision-making to mitigate environmental impacts. 

Bridge-mounted cameras are specialized surveillance systems installed on bridge structures to 
monitor river environments effectively. These cameras capture high-resolution images and videos in 
real time, providing crucial insights into debris accumulation, pollution sources, and ecosystem 
dynamics. Compared to labour-intensive manual methods and expensive automated sensor 
networks, bridge-mounted cameras offer significant advantages in terms of cost-effectiveness and 
operational simplicity. Their strategic placement on bridges allows for continuous monitoring 
without the need for extensive setup or other overhead costs associated with alternative monitoring 
methods. This approach not only streamlines monitoring efforts but also facilitates prompt responses 
to environmental changes, ensuring proactive management of river debris and contributing to 
sustainable environmental practices. However, the regular requirement for maintenance is essential 
due to factors such as weather exposure and the wear and tear of equipment over time. 

Typically, bridge-mounted cameras are installed on bridge railings using specialized mounting 
systems designed to ensure stability and provide optimal monitoring coverage. These installations 
are integrated into the bridge structure, requiring careful consideration of load-bearing capacities 
and the structural integrity of the railing. While these systems significantly enhance monitoring 
capabilities, maintaining these cameras presents inherent challenges due to their elevated 
positioning and the intricacies involved in accessing and servicing securely attached equipment. Tasks 
such as component inspection and replacement demand the use of specialized equipment and skilled 
personnel, often leading to temporary closures of lanes or pathways to guarantee safe maintenance 
operations. Furthermore, managing the excessive weight of camera systems and addressing their 
susceptibility to corrosion due to environmental exposure are critical considerations. These factors 
highlight the necessity for adaptive and extendable structures that not only streamline maintenance 
efforts but also ensure efficient upkeep, thereby minimizing disruptions to ongoing monitoring 
operations while maximizing the longevity and reliability of monitoring infrastructure [22]. 



Semarak International Journal of Civil and Structural Engineering      
Volume 2, Issue 1 (2024) 1-18 

 

3 
 

In response to the challenges encountered by current RMS, this research proposes a novel 
approach focused on developing an adaptive structure for river debris monitoring cameras [23]. The 
study integrates vibration analysis techniques, employing both manual calculations and modern 
software tools, to ensure structural stability specifically in bridge environments. Emphasizing 
extendable design features, the approach aims to enhance monitoring capabilities while simplifying 
maintenance procedures [24]. These innovations are anticipated to significantly bolster the adaptive 
and sustainable capacity of river monitoring solutions, thereby promoting more effective 
environmental stewardship and enhanced management of aquatic ecosystems. 
 
2. Materials and Methods 
2.1 Data Collection 
 

The data collection section is pivotal for gathering essential information to support the design of 
adaptive structures for a river monitoring system in Klang, Malaysia. This phase encompasses critical 
activities such as site selection and detailed measurements of existing structures, ensuring 
comprehensive data acquisition to inform the adaptive structure design. 
 
2.1.1 Site selection 
 

In Klang, Malaysia, there are two interceptors, Interceptor 002 (Figure 1) and Interceptor 005 
(Figure 2), which are vessels designed to collect debris from rivers. These interceptor locations were 
chosen based on their high debris accumulation rates, making them ideal for addressing the 
significant issue of river pollution. Near these interceptors, RMS structures are installed to enhance 
the efficiency and effectiveness of debris collection and management. The RMS structures serve 
multiple purposes: they provide real-time data on debris accumulation, monitor the performance of 
the interceptors, and enable prompt maintenance and intervention when necessary. Additionally, 
they help in assessing the environmental impact of debris on the river ecosystem. To the best of our 
knowledge, these are the only two RMS structures currently installed in Malaysia, representing a 
pioneering effort in the country's river debris management strategy. 

 

  
                                 (a)                                                                                         (b) 

Fig. 1. (a) Interceptor 002 (b) Google map location of Interceptor 002 in Klang River, Malaysia 
(https://maps.app.goo.gl/EvRpSbqVJ7AmTeDu7) 
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                                 (a)                                                                                         (b) 

Fig. 2. (a) Interceptor 005 (b) Google map location of Interceptor 002 in Klang River, Malaysia 
(https://maps.app.goo.gl/khxAHrmUxj1dWDEE8) 

 
2.1.2 Existing structure measurement 

 
To obtain detailed measurements of the existing structures and bridge railings, we conducted site 

surveys at Kota Bridge and Parang Bridge (Figure 3). Using high-precision tools, we ensured the 
accuracy and reliability of our data. These measurements are crucial for evaluating the current state 
of the RMS and bridge railings, allowing informed recommendations for improvements and future 
system implementations elsewhere. They provide foundational data essential for designing new 
structures tailored to meet environmental and operational demands at each location. Meticulous 
documentation and analysis enable precise design adjustments, optimizing structural integrity and 
functional efficiency of new RMS installations. Understanding site-specific nuances ensures effective 
contributions to ongoing debris management and environmental conservation efforts in Klang, 
Malaysia. 
 

   
                                                                  (a)                                                                           (b)  

Fig. 3. RMS Camera’s structure at (a) Parang Bridge, Klang (b) Kota Bridge, Klang 
 
2.1.3 Structural integration and adaptability inspection 

 
To comprehensively assess the integration of the existing structures with the bridges and 

evaluate their adaptability, we conducted thorough visual inspections. These inspections involved 
detailed observations of how the structures are securely integrated (red circle in Figure 3) into the 
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bridge infrastructure, including methods of anchoring and reinforcement. We documented the 
materials used and their resilience to environmental factors, particularly corrosion resistance, which 
is crucial for ensuring long-term durability [25]. Additionally, we studied the strategic placement of 
these structures relative to the river environment to understand their role in maintaining continuous 
operational reliability under varying river conditions. These findings were meticulously documented 
to gain valuable insights into the structural integrity and functional adaptability of bridge-integrated 
systems. 

 
2.2 Design and Optimization of the Adaptive Structure 
 

In order to design an adaptive structure that aligns with the assessment conducted, several 
factors are crucially considered for the design stage of the new adaptive structure. These factors are 
integral to the design process, ensuring that the new adaptive structure meets functional 
requirements, environmental considerations, and regulatory standards identified during the site 
assessment. 
 
2.2.1 Length 
 

Ideally, determining the optimal length of the structure is site-specific, depending on factors such 
as the span over water bodies and integration into existing infrastructure. However, the length of the 
structure significantly influences its vibrational characteristics. A shorter length results in a higher 
natural frequency, which helps mitigate resonance with vibrations from the bridge where the 
adaptive structure is to be attached. 

Typically, heavy vehicle-induced vibrations fall within the range of 1 Hz to 15 Hz, influenced by 
factors such as vehicle speed, weight, and the bridge's characteristics. This range should be avoided 
when constructing an adaptive structure for a river monitoring system. Ensuring that the natural 
frequencies of the monitoring structure do not overlap with these induced vibrations is crucial to 
prevent resonance, which can amplify the vibrations and lead to structural fatigue, instability, and 
blurred images in captured data. 

To ensure the structure's length falls outside the critical natural frequency ranges of 1 Hz to 15 
Hz, we employed Beam Theory (Eqn. 1) to calculate the natural frequency of the adaptive structure 
and cross-check it with these ranges. Beam Theory is a method used in structural engineering to 
analyze the behavior of beams under various loads, predicting deflections, stresses, and natural 
frequencies. According to Beam Theory, the natural frequency is inversely proportional to the square 
root of the length (L), as described by the formula: 

 
1

2n
kf
mπ

=                                                                                              (1) 

 

where nf  is the natural frequency, k  is the stiffness, and m  is the mass. By using this approach, we 
can ensure that the structure avoids resonance with the bridge's vibrations, thereby enhancing the 
stability and performance of the adaptive structure. 
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2.2.2 Thickness 
 
Specifying the appropriate thickness of structural components to meet safety standards, load-

bearing requirements, and longevity expectations. Thickness considerations may vary based on 
material properties and anticipated environmental stresses. In Malaysia, the common available 
thicknesses for various materials used in construction and manufacturing include High-Density 
Polyethylene (HDPE) with thicknesses typically ranging from 1 mm to 50 mm, Acrylonitrile Butadiene 
Styrene (ABS) from 1 mm to 6 mm, Stainless Steel AISI 304 from 0.4 mm to 20 mm, CFRP from 0.2 
mm to 5 mm, Aluminum 6061 from 0.5 mm to 150 mm, and Mild Steel from 0.5 mm to 25 mm. These 
materials serve a wide array of applications, from lightweight and corrosion-resistant uses to high-
strength and structural purposes [26]. The thickness selection for these materials will be based on 
collaborator requests and market availability, ensuring that the specific needs of each project are 
met while also considering the supply constraints and industry standards [27]. 
 
2.2.3 Material 
 

For our study, we employed Fusion 360, a cloud-based 3D modeling software, to conduct a 
comprehensive material analysis for the RMS camera project. Fusion 360's detailed material library 
includes properties such as density, yield strength, and thermal conductivity, which are crucial for 
evaluating materials like HDPE, ABS, Stainless Steel AISI 304, CFRP, Aluminum 6061, and Mild Steel 
[28]. Each material was selected based on specific performance criteria essential for riverine 
environments as presented in Table 1. 
 

Table 1 
Material properties and structural advantage 
Material Key Property Descrip�on 
HDPE (High-Density 
Polyethylene) 

Strength with low 
weight 

Offers good strength while being lightweight. 

ABS (Acrylonitrile Butadiene 
Styrene) 

Impact resistance Provides high impact resistance, making it durable. 

Stainless Steel AISI 304 Corrosion resistance 
and strength 

Ensures excellent corrosion resistance along with high 
strength 

CFRP (Carbon Fiber 
Reinforced Polymer) 

Strength-to-weight 
ra�o 

Excels in having a high strength-to-weight ra�o, making 
it very strong and lightweight. 

Aluminum 6061 Versa�lity with weight 
reduc�on 

Combines versa�lity and good mechanical proper�es 
with reduced weight. 

Mild Steel Reliability and 
compliance 

Provides a balance of reliability, duc�lity, and ease of 
fabrica�on. 

 
Within Fusion 360, we simulated each material's response to environmental stresses to ensure 

the RMS camera's adaptive structure meets rigorous design specifications for stability and reliability 
[29]. This methodology ensures the optimal integration of materials to enhance durability, efficiency, 
and performance, which are crucial for effective debris detection in dynamic riverine settings. This 
approach allows us to precisely tailor the adaptive structure to meet the specific demands of its 
operational environment. 
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2.2.4 Weight 
 

Weight is a crucial factor in the design of the adaptive structure due to its impact on structural 
stability, transportation, installation, and maintenance requirements. Excessive weight can lead to 
overloading, structural failure, complicated transportation and installation, and increased 
maintenance needs. To ensure compatibility with existing supports and minimize additional load, we 
precisely calculated the structural weight using Fusion 360. This calculation helps prevent 
overloading and allows us to select materials that offer an optimal balance between strength and 
weight, thereby enhancing the performance and resilience of the RMS camera system. By leveraging 
Fusion 360, we can create detailed simulations and optimizations to achieve the best possible design 
for our application. 
 
2.2.5 Vibration Analysis 
 

Vibrations can significantly impact a camera attached to a bridge, resulting in blurred images, 
jittery video, and reduced data accuracy due to sensor misalignment. Additionally, they contribute 
to structural fatigue, loosening of fasteners, and accelerated wear on mechanical and electrical 
components, ultimately reducing the system's lifespan. To mitigate these effects, we conduct 
vibration analysis to assess dynamic response and structural integrity under operational conditions, 
focusing on calculating induced displacement. This analysis aids in optimizing design parameters to 
mitigate vibrations that could affect the system's performance or durability. 

Firstly, we calculate the moment of inertia, I  using Eq. (2): 
 

Moment of Iner�a, 31
12

I b t= × ×                                                                              (2) 

 
where 
b   - width of the beam 
t   - thickness of the beam 
 
Next, we calculate s�ffness of the structure, k  using Eq: (3) 
 

S�ffness, E Ik
L
×

=                                                                                       (3) 

where 
E  - Young’s modulus of the material 
I  - moment of inertia of the cross-sectional area 
L  - length of the structure 

 
Subsequently, the damping coefficient,c  are calculated using the following equa�on 

 

Damping coefficient, 2c k m= ×                                                                             (4) 
 
where 
k  - stiffness of the structure 
m  - mass of the structure 



Semarak International Journal of Civil and Structural Engineering      
Volume 2, Issue 1 (2024) 1-18 

 

8 
 

 Finally, we calculate displacement x  when 1t s=  using Eq. (5) 
 

( )mx cx kx F t+ + =                                                                                        (5) 
 
where 
m  - mass of the structure 
c  - damping coefficient 
k  - stiffness of the structure 
x  - displacement 
( )F t  - external force by the passing vehicle 

 
2.2.6 Cost 
 

To ensure cost-effective fabrication, we conduct a comprehensive cost analysis of the adaptive 
structure designed for the RMS Camera, we conduct a thorough cost analysis of the adaptive 
structure designed for the RMS Camera which includes: 

 
i. Volume Calcula�on: Precisely determines component volumes to es�mate material costs 

based on current market prices and quality standards. 
ii. Conversion and Cost Calcula�on: Evaluates raw material conversion, waste genera�on, 

and associated labour and energy costs to op�mize material efficiency. 
iii. Fabrica�on Cost Assessment: Accounts for direct labor, machine �me, facility overheads, 

and equipment deprecia�on during manufacturing. 
 
 
3. Results 
3.1 Site Assessment Findings 
 

Table 2 presents a comprehensive summary of the measurements conducted at Kota Bridge and 
Parang Bridge. Despite its smaller dimensions, the Kota Bridge structure is essential to the RMS's 
overarching objective of ensuring continuous debris detection and effective monitoring. The 
differences in size between the structures at Parang Bridge and Kota Bridge underscore specific 
considerations tailored to each site. These include variations in railing clamp design, overall structure 
weight, length, thickness, and the specific requirements for support bars. 
 

Table 2 
Specifications of existing mounting structure 
Bridge Thickness Length of bar Weight Type of clamp Mounting platform Material 
Kota 60mm 1000mm 27.2kg Rectangular Bridge fence Mild Steel 
Parang 60mm 2000mm 46.45kg Round Bridge railling Mild Steel 

 
During our field assessments, we noted significant differences in weight between the bridge-

mounted structures. The bar at Parang Bridge, weighing 46.45 kg, stands out as particularly heavy 
compared to the 27.2 kg bar at Kota Bridge. This weight disparity is crucial, especially when 
considering maintenance tasks such as the retrieval of RMS cameras. The heavier structure at Parang 
Bridge presents challenges in terms of manoeuvrability and logistical efficiency during maintenance 
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operations. This observation underscores the importance of adaptive structures designed to manage 
and mitigate such challenges, ensuring operational flexibility and ease of maintenance in river 
monitoring systems. 
 
3.2 Adaptive Structure Properties 
 

This section explores critical aspects governing the design and performance of adaptive 
structures. Subsections include geometric specifications outlining dimensional requirements and 
mechanical and physical properties assessing structural integrity and material characteristics 
essential for optimal functionality. 
 
3.2.1 Geometric specifications 
 

According to our findings, the adaptive structure supporting the RMS Camera ranges between 1 
meter and 2 meters in length. Using the maximum and minimum values of 1 meter and 2 meters, 
respectively, we calculated the natural frequency using equations 1, 2, and 4. The calculations for the 
case of 2 meters are provided as follows and the result for 1 meter and 2 meters are summarized in 
Table 3. 
 

Moment of inertia, 
 

31
12

I b t= × ×  

( ) ( )31 0.2 0.005
12

I = × ×  

9 42.08 10I m−= ×  
 

S�ffness, 
 

E Ik
L
×

=  

( ) ( )9 9133 10 2.08 10
1

k
−× × ×

=  

276.64k = N/m 
 

Natural frequency, 
 

1
2n

kf
mπ

=  

1 276.64
2 19.84nf π

=  

0.84nf = Hz 
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Table 3 
Structural Characteristics of Materials at Different Lengths 
Length, L  (m) 1 2 
Weight, m  (kg) 9.92 12.84 
S�ffness, k  (N/m) 276.64 138.32 

Natural Frequency, nf  (Hz) 0.84 0.42 

 
Based on the calculated natural frequencies presented in Table 3, it is evident that the adaptive 

structure supporting the RMS Camera, ranging from 1 meter to 2 meters in length, exhibits varying 
dynamic responses. For instance, at 1 meter, the structure demonstrates a natural frequency of 0.84 
Hz, indicating a relatively lower frequency response compared to the 2-meter length, which shows a 
natural frequency of 0.42 Hz. Importantly, neither length falls within the critical range of 1 Hz to 15 
Hz, which is a range to be avoided in the construction of adaptive structures for river monitoring 
systems. Therefore, any selection of length within the range of 1 to 2 meters is considered acceptable 
in terms of natural frequency characteristics for constructing an adaptive structure for a river 
monitoring system. For the purposes of this study, a length of 1 meter was arbitrarily selected to 
proceed with further analysis and design considerations. 

Setting the length at 1 meter not only ensures that the structure operates outside the typical 
vibrational frequencies encountered in its operational environment but also enhances the stability 
and accuracy of RMS camera measurements. Additionally, this length strikes a balance between 
structural robustness and weight optimization, both crucial for maintaining operational integrity 
while minimizing excess load. A longer extension would increase structural weight, potentially 
compromising maneuverability and deployment efficiency, while a shorter length would result in a 
higher natural frequency, increasing the risk of resonance with environmental vibrations. Thus, 
setting the length at 1 meter ensures the adaptive structure's stability and reliability in mitigating 
resonance with bridge vibrations, thereby ensuring robust performance and prolonged operational 
efficiency of the RMS Camera system. 

Based on our survey, we identified several available thickness options: 4mm, 5mm and 7mm. 
Considering the fabrication process, which involves metal bending, we selected a 5mm thickness, as 
per the request from our collaborator. This decision ensures the material can endure the bending 
process while supporting efficient manufacturing. The 5mm thickness strikes a balance between 
durability and manufacturability, effectively meeting the functional and practical requirements of the 
project. 
 
3.2.2 Mechanical and physical properties 
 

Six materials were analysed using Fusion 360 so�ware to determine their precise weights and 
other mechanical proper�es of the adap�ve structure. The mechanical and physical proper�es of 
these materials are detailed in Table 4. 

Table 4 presents a compara�ve analysis of six materials considered for fabrica�ng an adap�ve 
structure for a river monitoring system: HDPE, ABS Plas�c, CFRP, Aluminium 6061, Mild Steel, and 
Stainless Steel AISI 304. HDPE and ABS Plas�c, weighing 7.20 kg and 8.04 kg respec�vely, exhibit lower 
mechanical strength with Young’s moduli of 0.911 GPa and 2.24 GPa, and yield strengths of 20.67 
MPa and 20 MPa, making them less suitable for high-load applica�ons. CFRP stands out with a Young’s 
modulus of 133 GPa, yield strength of 300 MPa, ul�mate tensile strength of 577 MPa, and a weight 
of 9.92 kg, offering the best strength-to-weight ra�o. Aluminium 6061 provides a balanced op�on 
with a Young’s modulus of 68.9 GPa, yield strength of 275 MPa, ul�mate tensile strength of 310 MPa, 
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and weight of 17.16 kg. Mild Steel and Stainless Steel AISI 304, while strong with yield strengths of 
207 MPa and 215 MPa, and ul�mate tensile strengths of 345 MPa and 505 MPa, are too heavy at 
45.45 kg and 47.37 kg respec�vely, limi�ng their prac�cality. Therefore, CFRP is recommended for its 
op�mal combina�on of lightweight design and robust mechanical proper�es, while Aluminium 6061 
serves as a viable alterna�ve with a good balance of strength and weight. Further evalua�on of HDPE 
and ABS Plas�c under real-world condi�ons is advised to assess their suitability for less demanding 
components of the structure. 
 
Table 4 
Material Mechanical and Physical Proper�es 

Material Density 
(𝑘𝑘𝑘𝑘/
𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚3) 

Young’ 
Modulus 
(GPa) 

Poisson’s 
Ra�o 

Yield 
Strength 
(MPa) 

Ul�mate 
Tensile 
Strength 
(MPa) 

Thermal 
Conduc�vity 
(W/m·K) 

Thermal 
Coefficient 

(°C−1) 

Specific 
Heat 
Capacity 
(J/kg°C) 

Weight 
(kg) 

HDPE 9.52
×  10−7 

0.911 0.392 20.67 20.67 2.11
×  10−4 

1.5
×  10−4 

2859 7.20 

ABS Plas�c 1.06
×  10−6 

2.24 0.38 20 29.6 1.6 ×  10−4 8.57
×  10−5 

1500 8.04 

CFRP 1.43
×  10−6 

133 0.39 300 577 0.105 9.93
×  10−6 

1130 9.92 

Aluminium 
6061 

2.7
×  10−6 

68.9 0.33 275 310 0.167 2.36
×  10−5 

897 17.16 

Mild Steel 
(Exis�ng) 

7.85
×  10−6 

220 0.275 207 345 0.045 1.2
×  10−5 

480 45.45 

Stainless 
Steel AISI 
304 

8
×  10−6 

195 0.29 215 505 0.016 1.73
×  10−5 

500 47.37 

 
Figure 4 shows the weight comparison of various materials considered for fabrica�ng an adap�ve 

structure for a river monitoring system. HDPE (7.2 kg) and ABS Plas�c (8.04 kg) are the lightest 
materials, offering significant advantages in terms of ease of deployment, handling, and cost-effec�ve 
transporta�on. CFRP, with a weight of 9.92 kg, also remains rela�vely lightweight while providing an 
excellent strength-to-weight ra�o and high resistance to environmental degrada�on, making it an 
ideal choice for durable applica�ons in harsh environments. Aluminium 6061, weighing 17.16 kg, 
presents a moderate weight op�on, offering good corrosion resistance and ease of fabrica�on, 
making it a viable middle-ground solu�on. In contrast, Mild Steel (46.45 kg) and Stainless Steel AISI 
304 (47.37 kg) are the heaviest materials evaluated. While they offer superior strength and durability, 
their significant weight poses challenges for installa�on and increases logis�cal costs, necessita�ng 
stronger suppor�ng structures. Therefore, although Mild Steel and Stainless Steel AISI 304 provide 
excellent corrosion resistance and long-term reliability, lighter materials such as CFRP and Aluminium 
6061 are preferred for their op�mal balance of weight, strength, and environmental resistance, 
making them more suitable for adap�ve structures in river monitoring systems. 
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Fig. 4. Comparison with 5 Materials with Existing Mild Steel 

 
 
3.3 Optimization Analysis 
 

This section delves into the strategic process of optimizing material selection for an adaptive 
structure used in river monitoring, with a dual focus on vibration resistance and cost-effectiveness. 
 
3.3.1 Vibration analysis 
 

Figure 5 illustrates the natural frequencies of six materials considered for fabrica�ng an adap�ve 
structure for a river monitoring system atached to a bridge railing: HDPE, ABS Plas�c, CFRP, 
Aluminium 6061, Mild Steel, and Stainless Steel AISI 304. HDPE and ABS Plas�c have the lowest 
natural frequencies at 4.41 Hz and 6.56 Hz, respec�vely, making them more prone to resonance and 
poten�al instability under bridge vibra�ons. Stainless Steel AISI 304 and Aluminium 6061 exhibit 
intermediate natural frequencies of 22.28 Hz and 22.8 Hz, respec�vely, while Mild Steel is slightly 
higher at 23.88 Hz, indica�ng moderate resistance to dynamic loads from bridge vibra�ons. CFRP 
stands out with the highest natural frequency at 43.52 Hz, offering superior resistance to resonance 
and ensuring stable performance under varying vibra�on condi�ons of a bridge environment. Given 
these considera�ons, CFRP (Carbon Fiber Reinforced Polymer) is the most suitable material for this 
applica�on due to its high resistance to vibra�ons, ensuring the highest level of stability and 
performance under bridge vibra�ons. HDPE and ABS Plas�c may be less ideal due to their low natural 
frequencies. Stainless Steel, Aluminium 6061, and Mild Steel provide balanced op�ons with adequate 
frequency resistance and material proper�es for the adap�ve structure, but CFRP's superior 
characteris�cs make it the recommended choice. 
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     Fig. 5. Comparison of Natural Frequency from 5 materials with Mild Steel 

 
Figure 6 shows the displacement of various materials used in fabricating an adaptive structure 

for a river monitoring system. CFRP exhibits the lowest displacement at 0.007 cm, indicating its 
exceptional rigidity and suitability for applications where minimal deformation is crucial. Mild Steel 
(0.05 cm) and Stainless Steel AISI 304 (0.06 cm) also demonstrate low displacement, highlighting their 
stiffness and suitability for robust structures. Aluminium 6061, with a moderate displacement of 0.64 
cm, offers a good balance of flexibility and strength. In contrast, ABS Plastic (1.82 cm) and HDPE (3.39 
cm) exhibit higher displacements, reflecting their lower stiffness and greater flexibility. These results 
suggest that while ABS Plastic and HDPE are advantageous for their lightweight properties, their 
higher displacement may compromise structural integrity. Therefore, CFRP and Aluminium 6061 are 
preferred due to their optimal combination of low weight and minimal displacement, making them 
more suitable for adaptive river monitoring structures that require durability and stability. 
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This compara�ve displacement analysis is crucial for selec�ng the op�mal material for the 
adap�ve structure of the RMS Camera. It offers a quan�ta�ve basis for decision-making, ensuring 
that the chosen material meets both the weight and strength requirements discussed in previous 
sec�ons, while also exhibi�ng the desired vibra�onal behaviour. This is essen�al for maintaining 
the camera's stability and opera�onal integrity in varying environmental condi�ons. 
 
3.3.2 Cost Analysis 

 
Figure 7 presents a comprehensive breakdown of costs associated with different materials for 

fabrica�ng an adap�ve structure for a river monitoring system, expressed in RM. The most significant 
costs are atributed to Mild Steel (Exis�ng) and Stainless Steel AISI 304, accoun�ng for RM 10,623.66 
(32.3%) and RM 10,098.65 (30.7%) respec�vely, indica�ng their substan�al role in the overall 
expenditure. Aluminium 6061 and CFRP are compara�vely lower in cost, at RM 1,756.01 and RM 
1,300, respec�vely, while HDPE and ABS Plas�c incur the least costs, with HDPE at RM 421.52 and 
ABS Plas�c at RM 622.8. This distribu�on highlights the predominance of steel materials in the cost 
structure, sugges�ng their importance due to durability and structural integrity. However, the 
significant cost disparity may influence material selec�on decisions. In conclusion, while Mild Steel 
and Stainless Steel are preferred for their performance and durability, budget constraints may 
necessitate considering Aluminium 6061 or CFRP as alterna�ve materials that balance cost and 
func�onality for the adap�ve structure in the river monitoring system. 

 

 
       Fig. 7. Comparison of Displacement from 5 materials with Mild Steel 

 
3.4 Pugh Chart 
 

The Pugh Chart is indispensable for material comparison as it offers a structured method to 
evaluate mul�ple parameters concurrently, providing a clear visual representa�on of each material's 
strengths and weaknesses. This systema�c approach facilitates informed decision-making by 
illumina�ng trade-offs between material proper�es, ensuring op�mal selec�on aligned with specific 
applica�on requirements. Ul�mately, the Pugh Chart enhances decision-making efficiency by 
priori�zing key performance indicators and streamlining the evalua�on of material alterna�ves. Table 
5 presents a comprehensive comparison of each material against mild steel, assessing atributes such 
as weight, natural frequency, s�ffness, damping coefficient, and cost, crucial for the fabrica�on of 
adap�ve structures. 
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Table 5 
Pugh Chart of 5 Materials Compared with Existing Mild Steel 
Material ABS Plas�c Aluminium 

6061 
CFRP HDPE Stainless 

Steel AISI 304 
Mild 
Steel 
(Exis�ng) 

Weight (kg) + + + + - < 46.45 
Natural 
Frequency (Hz) 

- - + - - > 23.88 

S�ffness k 
(N/m) 

- - - - - > 431.70 

Damping 
coefficient, c 
(Ns/m) 

- - - - - > 283.21 

Displacement 
(cm) 

- - + - - < 0.05 

Cost (RM) + - - + - < 1,300 
Total number 
of posi�ve (+) 

2 1 3 2 0 - 

Total number 
of nega�ve (-) 

4 5 3 4 5 

Total -2 -4 0 -2 -5 
Rank 2 3 1 2 4 

 
Based on Table 5, Carbon Fiber Reinforced Plastic (CFRP) emerges as the top-ranking material, 

demonstrating superior attributes essential for dynamic river environments. CFRP excels in reducing 
weight, enhancing natural frequency, and minimizing displacement, crucial for maintaining stability 
and accuracy in monitoring systems. Its high stiffness and moderate cost, although higher than Mild 
Steel, justify its selection for applications requiring robustness and adaptability. ABS Plastic and 
Aluminium 6061 exhibit moderate potential but fall short in stiffness and other critical parameters 
compared to CFRP. Stainless Steel AISI 304 and Mild Steel rank lower due to their inherent weight 
and cost constraints, limiting their suitability for agile and precise river monitoring structures. HDPE, 
while cost-effective and lightweight, lacks the necessary stiffness and damping coefficients vital for 
ensuring structural integrity over time. In conclusion, CFRP emerges as the optimal choice among the 
evaluated materials, offering a balanced combination of performance, durability, and adaptability 
crucial for effective river monitoring systems. Table 6 shows the comparison between CFRP with 
Existing Mild Steel 

 
Table 6 
Comparison between CFRP with Existing Mild Steel 
Material CFRP Mild Steel (Exis�ng) 
Weight (kg) 9.92 46.45 
Natural Frequency (Hz) 43.52 23.88 
S�ffness k / (N/m) 260.98 431.70 
Damping coefficient, c / (Ns/m) 101.76 283.21 
Displacement (cm) 0.007 0.05 
Cost (RM) 1,623.66 1,300 

 
3.5 Prototype CAD Drawing 

 
Figure 8 presents the final design of the adaptive structure for a river monitoring system, 

developed based on the preceding analysis. Rendered in an isometric view, it provides a 
comprehensive three-dimensional representation on a two-dimensional surface. The drawing 
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highlights a central beam engineered for optimal load-bearing capacity, and flanges with pre-drilled 
fastening holes for secure attachment, indicating its role in alignment and support within a larger 
mechanical system. This design, refined through detailed evaluation of material properties and 
structural requirements, ensures robust performance and adaptability for its intended application in 
river monitoring systems. 

 

 
Fig. 8. 3D CAD Drawing for Designated Adaptive Structure 

 
4. Conclusions 
 

The research embarked on a mission to develop an adaptive structure for River Monitoring 
Cameras to enhance monitoring capabilities. This goal was achieved by creating a structurally 
adaptable and extendable design. The resulting prototype not only met the initial design objectives 
but also introduced innovative solutions for environmental surveillance. Furthermore, the project 
succeeded in designing a user-friendly structure that allows for straightforward removal from the 
casing. This design consideration significantly simplifies the maintenance and repair processes, 
thereby improving the overall efficiency and reliability of the monitoring system. The ease of access 
and user-centric approach in the design ensures that the structure can be maintained with minimal 
downtime, which is crucial for continuous monitoring applications. Additionally, the research 
conducted a thorough vibration analysis of the developed structure to assess its stability and identify 
areas for improvement. Through a combination of manual calculations and modern software 
simulations, the study provided valuable insights into the vibrational behaviour of the structure. This 
analysis was vital in confirming that the design would remain stable under operational conditions, 
ensuring the integrity and longevity of the River Monitoring System. Analysis shows that CFRP ranks 
highest among the alternatives, demonstrating superior performance in most categories, particularly 
in terms of weight and natural frequency, which are critical for the operational efficiency of the RMS 
Camera’s adaptive structure. 

 
Acknowledgement 
The author gratefully acknowledges the financial support provided by Takasago Thermal Engineering 
Co., Ltd., Japan (R.K130000.7343.4B792) for this research. Additionally, the authors extend their 
thanks to The Ocean Cleanup. 



Semarak International Journal of Civil and Structural Engineering      
Volume 2, Issue 1 (2024) 1-18 

 

17 
 

References 
[1] Wohl, Ellen, and Springer Interna�onal Publishing AG. Sustaining river ecosystems and water resources. Cham, 

Switzerland: Springer, 2018. htps://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-65124-8   
[2] Tockner, Klement. "Freshwaters: global distribution, biodiversity, ecosystem services, and human pressures." 

In Handbook of Water Resources Management: Discourses, Concepts and Examples, pp. 489-501. Cham: Springer 
International Publishing, 2021. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-60147-8_16 

[3] Kumari, Aradhna, Munmun Dash, Santosh Kumar Singh, M. Jagadesh, Bhupendra Mathpal, P. K. Mishra, Sunil Kumar 
Pandey, and Krishan K. Verma. "Soil microbes: a natural solution for mitigating the impact of climate change." 
Environmental Monitoring and Assessment 195, no. 12 (2023): 1436. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10661-023-11988-
y 

[4] Cogger, Craig, Sally Brown, and Kate Kurtz. "Soil formation and nutrient cycling." In Sowing Seeds in the City: 
Ecosystem and Municipal Services, pp. 25-52. Dordrecht: Springer Netherlands, 2016. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-
94-017-7453-6_2  

[5] Eze, Kingsley Chijioke, Obasi, Nnenna Patrick, Ewa, Shine Chikaodis, Eyibio, and Nkpouto Usenekong. "Soil 
Microbiome in Nutrient Conservation for Plant Growth." In Prospects for Soil Regeneration and Its Impact on 
Environmental Protection, pp. 335-350. Cham: Springer Nature Switzerland, 2024. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-
031-53270-2_15 

[6]  Paine, Lincoln. "River Cultures in world history—rescuing a neglected resource." Fudan Journal of the Humanities 
and Social Sciences 12, no. 3 (2019): 457-472. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40647-018-0220-4 

[7] Silva, Caroline Ferreira da, Elisabete Alves Pereira, Mayara de Almeida Ribeiro Carvalho, Wander Gustavo Botero, 
and Luciana Camargo de Oliveira. "Urban river recovery: a systematic review on the effectiveness of water clean-
up programs." Environmental Science and Pollution Research 31, no. 18 (2024): 26355-26377. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11356-024-33055-w 

[8] Singh, Vir. "Water Pollution." In Textbook of Environment and Ecology, pp. 253-266. Singapore: Springer Nature 
Singapore, 2024. 

[9]  Issac, Merlin N., and Balasubramanian Kandasubramanian. "Effect of microplastics in water and aquatic systems." 
Environmental Science and Pollution Research 28 (2021): 19544-19562. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11356-021-
13184-2 

[10] Ratnasari, Anisa, Isti Faizati Zainiyah, Tony Hadibarata, Lau Yu Yan, Sunny Sharma, and Samrendra Singh Thakur. 
"The Crucial Nexus of Microplastics on Ecosystem and Climate Change: Types, Source, Impacts, and Transport." 
Water, Air, & Soil Pollution 235, no. 5 (2024): 315. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11270-024-07103-7 

[11]  Jan, Saima, Awdhesh Kumar Mishra, Mujtaba Aamir Bhat, Mudasir Ahmad Bhat, and Arif Tasleem Jan. "Pollutants 
in aquatic system: a frontier perspective of emerging threat and strategies to solve the crisis for safe drinking 
water." Environmental Science and Pollution Research 30, no. 53 (2023): 113242-113279. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11356-023-30302-4 

[12]  Zhang, Tian, Bo Jiang, Yi Xing, Haobo Ya, Mingjie Lv, and Xin Wang. "Current status of microplastics pollution in the 
aquatic environment, interaction with other pollutants, and effects on aquatic organisms." Environmental Science 
and Pollution Research (2022): 1-30. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11356-022-18504-8 

[13]  Hsieh, Yi-Lin, and Shin-Cheng Yeh. "The trends of major issues connecting climate change and the sustainable 
development goals." Discover Sustainability 5, no. 1 (2024): 31. https://doi.org/10.1007/s43621-024-00183-9 

[14]  Ma, Rui, Nabila Abid, Suchang Yang, and Fayyaz Ahmad. "From crisis to resilience: strengthening climate action in 
OECD countries through environmental policy and energy transition." Environmental Science and Pollution 
Research 30, no. 54 (2023): 115480-115495. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11356-023-29970-z 

[15]  Arora, Naveen Kumar, Tahmish Fatima, Isha Mishra, Maya Verma, Jitendra Mishra, and Vaibhav Mishra. 
"Environmental sustainability: challenges and viable solutions." Environmental Sustainability 1 (2018): 309-340. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42398-018-00038-w  

[16]  Huang, Yu, Hua Chen, Bingyi Liu, Kailin Huang, Zeheng Wu, and Kang Yan. "Radar technology for river flow 
monitoring: Assessment of the current status and future challenges." Water 15, no. 10 (2023): 1904. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/w15101904 

[17] Dobriyal, Pariva, Ruchi Badola, Chongpi Tuboi, and Syed Ainul Hussain. "A review of methods for monitoring 
streamflow for sustainable water resource management." Applied Water Science 7, no. 6 (2017): 2617-2628. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13201-016-0488-y 

[18]  England, Judy, Natalie Angelopoulos, Susan Cooksley, Jennifer Dodd, Andrew Gill, David Gilvear, Matthew Johnson 
et al. "Best practices for monitoring and assessing the ecological response to river restoration." Water 13, no. 23 
(2021): 3352. https://doi.org/10.3390/w13233352 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-65124-8
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-60147-8_16
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10661-023-11988-y
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10661-023-11988-y
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-94-017-7453-6_2
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-94-017-7453-6_2
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-53270-2_15
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-53270-2_15
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40647-018-0220-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11356-024-33055-w
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11356-021-13184-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11356-021-13184-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11270-024-07103-7
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11356-023-30302-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11356-022-18504-8
https://doi.org/10.1007/s43621-024-00183-9
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11356-023-29970-z
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42398-018-00038-w
https://doi.org/10.3390/w15101904
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13201-016-0488-y
https://doi.org/10.3390/w13233352


Semarak International Journal of Civil and Structural Engineering      
Volume 2, Issue 1 (2024) 1-18 

 

18 
 

[19]  Nguyen, Thuy Hoang, Björn Helm, Hiroshan Hettiarachchi, Serena Caucci, and Peter Krebs. "The selection of design 
methods for river water quality monitoring networks: a review." Environmental Earth Sciences 78, no. 3 (2019): 96. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12665-019-8110-x 

[20]  Wang, Xiekang, Philippe Gourbesville, and Changjun Liu. "Flash floods: forecasting, monitoring and mitigation 
strategies." Water 15, no. 9 (2023): 1700. https://doi.org/10.3390/w15091700 

[21]  Hangan, Anca, Lucia Văcariu, Octavian Creţ, Horia Hedeşiu, and Ciprian Bacoţiu. "A System for Monitoring Water 
Quality Parameters in Rivers. Challenges and Solutions." Big Data Platforms and Applications: Case Studies, 
Methods, Techniques, and Performance Evaluation (2021): 181-206. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-38836-
2_8 

[22]  Bai, Yongsheng, Aydin Demir, Alper Yilmaz, and Halil Sezen. "Assessment and monitoring of bridges using various 
camera placements and structural analysis." Journal of Civil Structural Health Monitoring 14, no. 2 (2024): 321-337. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13349-023-00720-6 

[23]  Muhadi, Nur Atirah, Ahmad Fikri Abdullah, Siti Khairunniza Bejo, Muhammad Razif Mahadi, Ana Mijic, and Zoran 
Vojinovic. "Deep learning and LiDAR integration for surveillance camera-based river water level monitoring in flood 
applications." Natural Hazards (2024): 1-24. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11069-024-06503-6 

[24]  Bai, Yongsheng, Halil Sezen, Alper Yilmaz, and Rongjun Qin. "Bridge vibration measurements using different camera 
placements and techniques of computer vision and deep learning." Advances in bridge engineering 4, no. 1 (2023): 
25. https://doi.org/10.1186/s43251-023-00105-1 

[25]   Azmani, Farah Najihah, Mohamed Mubarak Abdul Wahab, and Syed Ahmad Farhan. "Optimizing the combination 
of nitrile-butadiene rubber and styrene-butadiene-styrene for modification of asphaltic pavement." Progress in 
Energy and Environment (2024): 23-27. https://doi.org/10.37934/progee.28.1.2327 

[26]  Mohd Suyut, Nur Syazni, Mohd Fadhil Majnis, and Soraya Tamara Abdul Malik. 2024. “Flammable Gas Dispersion 
Modelling on an Offshore Platform”. Progress in Energy and Environment 28 (June):28-42. 
https://doi.org/10.37934/progee.28.1.2842 

[27]  Allah, Mohammad Zaraa, Azian Hariri, and Haslinda Mohamed Kamar. "Comparison of Thermal Comfort Condition 
of Naturally Conditioned Semi-Outdoor, Courtyard and Indoor Air-Conditioned Spaces in Tropical Climate." 
Semarak Engineering Journal 1, no. 1 (2023): 10-15. https://doi.org/10.37934/arfmts.101.1.4558 

[28]  Ahmadi, Muhammad Aiman, Nurshafinaz Mohd Maruai, Mohd Fadzli Haniff, Ahmad Faiz Mohammad, Farah Mohd 
Redzuan, and Shahir Mohd Yusuf. "Numerical Investigation on Tandem Body Configurations in Prospect to Enhance 
Low Wind Energy Harvesting." Semarak Engineering Journal 3, no. 1 (2023): 9-13. 

[29]  Chew, Calvin, Chia Yee Ooi, and Chuan Ning Chye. "Integrating Design for Testability Technique into OpenLane with 
Skywater 130-Nanometer Process Design Kit." Semarak Engineering Journal 3, no. 1 (2023): 14-21. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s12665-019-8110-x
https://doi.org/10.3390/w15091700
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-38836-2_8
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-38836-2_8
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13349-023-00720-6
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11069-024-06503-6
https://doi.org/10.1186/s43251-023-00105-1
https://doi.org/10.37934/progee.28.1.2327
https://doi.org/10.37934/progee.28.1.2842
https://doi.org/10.37934/arfmts.101.1.4558

